
Page 1 

 

CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF 

READING AND BERKS COUNTY, INC. 
Affiliated with CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF EASTERN PA, INC. 

1307 Good Street, Reading, PA 19602 | 610-374-4634 | CEFBerks@juno.com 

Mrs. Sara Bowers, Director | Mr. Matthew Wear, Assistant Director 

                                  Mrs. Mary Christman, Ministry Assistant | Mrs. Helene Hoffman, Office Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

always, even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Matthew 28:19-20). 

 

Imagine the disbelief when the news spread that the unsinkable ship was sinking. Some, not believing the warning 

as fact, didn’t bother to go above deck. Those that did were surrounded by panic and chaos. Women and children 

were to board the lifeboats first. Imagine the heartbreak as families said goodbyes. One woman about to get on a 

lifeboat turned back to stay with her husband not able to leave him. Annie Funk, a missionary returning home to 

Berks County in Pennsylvania, gave up her seat for another. Imagine being one of the lucky ones who boarded a 

lifeboat. Imagine sitting safely in a lifeboat where many seats around you are vacant because it launched before 

all the seats were filled or because people refused to believe they 

were in danger. Imagine sitting there a safe distance away knowing 

many were still on the doomed ship awaiting their watery grave. 

Imagine hearing the deafening sound as the ship tore apart and 

began its descent into the deep. Imagine sitting there as the 300 or 

so who had survived the sinking yelled for help as they shivered in 

the icy waters knowing death was imminent. There are empty seats 

in your lifeboat. Do you go back? One lifeboat did. The rest did 

not. Imagine sitting there listening to the desperate cries. Imagine 

as those cries got quieter and quieter as those in the water began to 

die. Quieter. Quieter. Until there was silence and all you could hear was the lapping of the waves against your 

half-filled lifeboat. How could you live with yourself knowing you did nothing? 

 

We may not be sitting in a lifeboat watching the unsinkable ship sink and hearing the cries of those dying in the 

water. However, those of us who know Jesus as our Saviour are in a world filled with lost people, lost children, 

most oblivious to the fact they are lost and headed for an eternity in Hell. Will we invite them into our lifeboat? 

Will we share with them the Saviour who paid the price for their sin? Or will we be like those in the Titanic’s 

lifeboats too afraid to go back, too concerned with our own safety rather than the safety of others? We can make 

so many excuses. However, the Great Commission is not a suggestion, but a command to be heeded. 

 

We are touched by your burden for the lost children in Berks County. Thank you for helping us invite them into 

our lifeboat through your prayers, financial giving, and volunteering. It is indeed a team effort! 

 

Your Laborers for the Children,  

Sara, Helene, Mary, and Matt 
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Our Director Sara cannot believe she has been inviting children into 

her lifeboat for 11 years, 7 of which have been right here 

in Berks County, home sweet home! She is so thankful 

for those who prayed for her pregnancy. On September 

19, 2020 at 5:41pm she and Andy welcomed Paul Andres 

into the world. He was 8 pounds 0.6 ounces and 20 inches 

long. Birth did not go as anticipated. Although her water 

broke clear around 7am by noon it was darkened by 

meconium, Paul’s first bowel movement. Also, with each 

contraction Paul’s heartrate would drop. Since Sara was 

not dilating past 5cm, she had a C-section. Before she was 

wheeled into surgery, a nurse asked her how she was 

feeling. She answered, “Surprisingly calm, but then I 

have so many people praying.” Afterwards a nurse 

remarked, “You are pretty chipper for just having a C-

section.” To which Sara replied, “That’s because of the 

medication, and I’ve got a lot of people praying.” Seven 

hours after birth it was discovered that Paul’s breathing 

was not quite right. He was then admitted into NICU for 

a week. Finally, on September 27 Paul came home. Sara 

and Andy are indebted to you for praying for them! You 

helped them be a witness at the hospital. God gave them 

many opportunities. Sara has mostly recovered, and Paul 

is doing well. 

 

Sara concluded 2020 with 67% of her support with 48% 

from people who designated their gift to “Sara’s Support” 

and 19% from people who designated their gift to go to 

“Where Needed Most.” The 33% deficit comes from our 

“General Fund.” Will you pray for people to join Sara’s 

financial support team? 

 

 

Matthew delights in inviting children 

into his lifeboat! He loves breaking 

down hard concepts and answering the 

unending questions children have 

about God. He also has a passion for 

God’s Word and loves to preach. Matt 

concluded 2020 at 28% of his support 

with 9% from people who designated 

their gift to “Matthew’s Support” and 

19% from people who designated their 

gift to go to “Where Needed Most.” 

The 72% deficit comes from our 

“General Fund.” Will you pray more 

people join Matthew’s financial 

support team? 

Our Assistant Director 
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72% Ministry Finances 

Replacement of 

Torn Shingles 

Inviting children into the lifeboat costs. 2020 was indeed a challenging year for all. 

Giving towards our ministry was down 13% from 2019 and our expenses increased 

this year by 30%. We are indebted to those who continued to support us despite the 

challenges of 2020. May God bless you for your sacrifice! Know you are helping 

us continue to minister during a time of uncertainty and to invite children into the 

lifeboat. Your generosity covered 63% of our 2020 expenditures. We praise God 

the 37% deficit was covered by 2019’s surplus due to an estate donation! How 

amazing it is that God prepared us for the challenges of this year! Would you 

consider adding us to your estate? In doing so you can invite children into the 

lifeboat even after you are enjoying Heaven. 
 

Please continue to ask God to meet our needs as we begin a new year so children 

can be given the opportunity to enter the lifeboat and grow in their faith. If you feel 

led to give, please use the enclosed response sheet to let us know how you would 

like us to designate your donation. Please remember that 10% of all gifts given 

towards our General Fund is tithed to our State Headquarters in Harrisburg. We are 

thankful for all their hard work in preparing materials, training our workers, and 

helping us plan ministry. All gifts are tax-deductible. Checks can be made payable 

to CEF Berks. Please pray as we investigate online giving. Details coming soon. 

  

Care Packages 
600 Care Packages were delivered last summer. Many of 

our Good News Club volunteers helped deliver these 

packages to our clubbers, campers, and their siblings. 

Sometimes when a family had moved the new family 

had children who were interested in receiving a Care 

Package. The children and their parents were so 

appreciative. One little girl was so excited she kept 

shouting, “Good News Club!” The packages included a 

Bible, tracts, a devotional book, snacks, a water bottle, 

school supplies, and a correspondence course. Two 

children have put their trust in Jesus through completing 

these courses! Thanks for helping us let the children 

know they are loved and not forgotten! 

Current Projects Status: 

     ~ Replacement of torn shingles = $65.00 raised | $428.00 needed 

     ~ Window installation in the apartment = $439.00 needed 

     ~ 2019 Professional Tax Preparer Expenses = $1,884.00 paid from General Fund 

     ~ 2020 Professional Tax Preparer Expenses = $2,889.00 needed 

     ~ 2019 School Real Estate Tax Bill = $130 raised | $198.58 paid from General Fund 

     ~ 2020 School Real Estate Tax Bill = $328.58 needed 

     ~ 2020 Real Estate Tax Bill (County/City) = $464.49 needed 

     ~ May 2020-May 2021 Property Insurance coverage annually = $2,460.00 needed 

     ~ 600 Care Packages = $1,689.85 raised | $2,344.15 needed 

     ~ New Laptop = $750 raised | $2,049.98 needed 
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Window Installation 

in the Apartment 

Sarah Wear 

Thank you to these local businesses for donating 

snacks and water: Dieffenbach's, Martin's, Tom 

Sturgis Pretzels, Unique Pretzel Bakery, Inc., 

Redner’s Markets, and Giant Markets. 

Sara Bowers 

Matt Wear & 

Mary Christman  

Mary Christman 
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Last June we launched our 

YouTube Channel, CEF of 

Reading and Berks County, Inc. 

Every Monday Matt shares a 

devotional to encourage our 

supporters. He began with Jonah. 

Then he went through Malachi. 

Now he is going through Amos. 

He also taught a 5-part series on 

Family Worship. You can catch 

up on old videos and share with 

others. We ended 2020 with 21 

subscribers and 609 views. 

CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF READING AND BERKS COUNTY, INC. 

Affiliated with CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF EASTERN PA, INC. 

1307 Good Street, Reading, PA 19602 | 610-374-4634 

Know any children who would be interested in 

participating in our Virtual Good News Club? You can 

invite them into the lifeboat by sending them to our 

website. Under the Virtual Club tab, they can watch our 

videos, play a game, request a Bible, ask a question, 

sing some songs, sign up to receive our Bible Story 

Papers, and ask for prayer. Our 28 videos collectively 

have 228 views. Help us spread the word so more 

children can learn about Jesus and have the opportunity 

to enter the lifeboat. 

  

Last July we launched our new website. People 

from 8 countries, 16 states within the USA, and 

the District of Columbia have visited our site. 

This Wix site costs us $16 a month. Would you 

pray about sponsoring a month? You could 

even do so in memory/honor of someone. What 

a sweet way to honor their legacy while 

inviting children into the lifeboat! 

Virtual Good News Club 

YouTube Channel 

Our wreath at Glick’s 

Poinsettia Show 

We decorated a trunk as the 

Nativity at Light the Night 

at Grace Bible Fellowship 

Church in Reading. 

Trunk or Treat at New 

Life Bible Fellowship 

Church in Oley 


