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Summer 2022 
 

Dear Friend,  

 
“Therefore said He unto them, ‘The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few:  

pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He would send forth labourers into His harvest’” (Luke 10:2). 

 

“What is a cross?” Two children from different Good News Clubs asked this 

question. Their teachers brought a small wooden cross in to show them. We have 

had children ask what a Bible is, but this was a first. How sad to know we are 

teaching a generation that does not know what a cross looks like which means 

hearing that Jesus died on the cross for their sins is hard for them to comprehend. 

 

This new generation is called the Alpha Generation which includes children born 

between 2010-2025. Youth For Christ predicts that this generation will not have a 

living relative who has set foot in a church or knows about Jesus (https://yfc.co.uk/from-z-to-a/). What a sobering 

thought which causes us to wonder who will tell the Alpha Generation about Jesus? We have the incredible 

privilege of bringing the Truth of Jesus to the Alpha Generation! However, it is a feat too big for the four of us. 

Who will help us?  

 

Jesus said, “The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 

He would send forth labourers into His harvest” (Luke 10:2). Last year was difficult. We were not permitted 

into the schools until February, and we were short staffed. By the grace of God, we taught 8 school Clubs with 

13 laborers instead of the needed 24. Since the pandemic we lost 20 laborers for various reasons. Each Club 

needs at least 3 laborers. Will you pray to the Lord of the harvest for 10 more laborers this year? 

 

Missionary Hudson Taylor had the same dilemma. He needed more laborers to help him in China, 

so he began to pray. First, he asked God for 70 laborers; God gave 78. Hudson then asked for 100 

in a year’s time. God answered with 102. Then he dared to ask God for 1,000 missionaries in five 

years.  Once again God provided more than he asked for, 1,153!  

 

Will you join us in praying to the Lord of the harvest for more laborers to further His work in the lives of the 

Alpha Generation living in Berks County? We are certain God, who answered Hudson Taylor’s prayers for more 

laborers, will also answer ours. We praise His great name for every individual and church who support us through 

prayer, financial giving, and laboring! Know you are making an eternal difference! 

 

 

Your Laborers for the Children,  

Sara, Helene, Mary, and Matt 

 

mailto:CEFBerks@juno.com
https://yfc.co.uk/from-z-to-a/
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Our Director 
Paul 

reading to 

Sir Fluffy 

after 

getting his 

3rd haircut 

Our Assistant Director 

Matt and Sarah 

look forward to the 

arrival of their little 

Alpha in early 

August. They, too, 

see the importance 

of reaching this 

generation with the Sara understands the importance of 

reaching the Alpha Generation as 

this is her son’s generation. Paul is 

adding more words to his 

vocabulary. He loves fireworks, 

playing outside, and music. Sara 

and Andy also look forward to 

welcoming another Alpha to the 

family on December 31. They will 

find out the gender on August 16. 
 

The Bowers are thankful to those 

who have given to Sara’s support. 

As of the end of June Sara is at 57% 

of her support with 46% from 

people who designated their gift to 

“Sara’s Support” and 11% from 

people who designated their gift to 

go to “Where Needed Most.” The 

43% deficit will come from our 

“General Fund” if the amount is not 

raised by year’s end. 
 

Please pray for more laborers to 

join her support team. 
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Ministry Finances 

Waiting to ride the train 

at the Colebrookdale 

Railroad on July 4 
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We give thanks for those who labor through their giving! 

Your generosity encourages us during times when the 

price of everything is going up. As of the end of June 

53% of our expenses are covered. However, we still fall 

short of our monthly needs mostly due to staff wages. 

We currently have a 47% deficit. Would you pray about 

giving towards one of our staff salaries to help with the 

deficit? If, while praying, you feel led to give, please use 

the enclosed response sheet to designate your donation. 

If the need you request has already been met, we will put 

it towards General Fund unless otherwise indicated. All 

gifts are tax deductible. Checks can be made payable to 

CEF Berks or you can give online by visiting our website 

(www.CEFBerks.com) or scan the QR Code to the left 

with your smartphone. 

 

 

 

Baby Bowers 

#2 to arrive 

December 31 

Matt and Sarah Wear 

at Training School 

Gospel. In fact, Matt 

began seminary at the 

New Geneva Christian 

Leadership Academy in 

March.   It   is   a   go-at- 

your -own-pace program 

which fits into his busy 

ministry life and soon-to- 

be-busy family life. 
 

The Wears are grateful 

for those who have given 

to Matt’s support. 

As of the end of June Matt is at 26% of his 

support with 11% from people who 

designated their gift to “Matthew’s 

Support” and 15% from people who 

designated their gift to go to “Where 

Needed Most.” The 74% deficit will come 

from our “General Fund” if the amount is 

not raised by year’s end. 
 

Please continue to pray for more laborers 

to join Matt’s support team. 
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For $5 you can receive a 25% 

discount shopping pass for 

Boscov’s to use on Wednesday, 

October 19 at any Boscov’s store! 

This $5 goes directly to us to help 

with our 47% deficit. There is a 

limit of one pass per customer. If 

you would like to purchase a pass or 

help us spread the word about our 

participation in Boscov’s Friends 

Helping Friends fundraiser, call us 

at 610-374-4634 or email us at 

CEFBerks@juno.com. 
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Summer Ministry Training School (SMTS) 

We were thrilled to be back in person at Mountain View 

Bible Camp (June 11-18). This year we had 15 students 

who labored at SMTS. One did so via Zoom because a 

family member tested positive for Covid. This group of 12 

teens and 3 adults were very committed. One June 16 we 

journeyed into Shamokin, PA to share the Wordless Book 

in an Open Air setting. Praise Jesus 33 people heard the 

Gospel, and 4 children plus 2 teens trusted in Jesus! 

During the second week of SMTS, Berks 

County had the privilege of training the new 

Director of Lebanon County, Abby 

Reifsneider. Matt and Mary alternated 

teaching with Abby while Sara trained the 

other one on how to evaluate. Then on Friday 

Sara taught with Abby, so both Matt and Mary 

could evaluate. Abby’s labor paid off for on 

June 25 she graduated (pictured left). 

Red Shirts = CEF Staff 

Blue Shirts = Students 

Picture taken after Open Air 

Summer Ministry 
Our staff has been laboring this summer 

sharing the Gospel. As of the end of July 

180 children heard the Gospel in 10 5-Day 

Clubs and 1 5-Day Club Mini Camp at 

Rosedale Camp Grove. One girl from an 

unchurched home put her trust in Jesus. 

Afterwards she could not stop grinning, 

and she was thrilled to receive a Bible. In 

August we have 5 more 5-Day Clubs 

scheduled and 1 5-Day Club Mini Camp at 

Grace Bible Fellowship Church as well as 

teaching for 4 days for Rosedale’s Camp 

Meeting for Kids. We appreciate those who 

have labored in prayer for us! 

Left: Her notebook says, 

“Te Amo Dios.” Although 

she did not speak English, 

she enjoyed Mini Camp. 

Right: After Club the 

hostess would have a craft. 

This boy used his beads to 

write John 3:16 in binary 

code. Smart kid! 

Calvary 

Baptist 

Church’s 

VBS (33 

enrolled) 

Salvation 

Army on 

5th Street 

(43 

children 

enrolled) 

Mini Camp at Rosedale 

(38 children enrolled) 
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Good News Clubs 

We are excited for the start of Clubs 

this October! However, we need more 

laborers: 

• Bible Teachers: They run the 

Club as well as teach the Bible 

Lesson and the Memory Verse.  

• Missionary Story Tellers: They 

tell an exciting 5-minute 

Missionary Story each week 

leaving off on a cliff hanger which 

encourages the children to return. 

• Counsellors: They counsel 

children who respond to the 

Gospel Invitation using our 

counseling cards. 

• Crowd Control: They sit with the 

children, love on them, encourage 

good behavior, help with 

discipline, listen to verses each 

week, and help take attendance. 

Please let us know if God may be 

calling you to labor for Him in a Good 

News Club. And guess what? We 

provide all the materials, teaching 

notes, keyword sheets, and FREE 

training. If you are interested but not 

sure, come to our training event on 

September 10 (flier to left). Scan the 

QR Code to sign up or go to our 

website. Below you will find a list of 

our Training Classes for the year. 

Please let your church know as well as 

any others who are interested in 

laboring for Jesus by reaching the 

Alpha Generation with the Truth. 

Trunk or Treat 
October will be here before we know it. Is your church laboring in 

your community by having a Trunk or Treat? We would love to join 

you. The last two years we have participated in New Life 

Fellowship    Church’s   and    Grace    Bible   Fellowship 

Church’s  trunk  decorating  events  and  are  looking  to  

participate  in  more.  This  year’s  theme  will be Moses  

since we will be teaching about him this fall. 

2020 was the Nativity 

2021 was William Tyndale 


